
On May 1, the Memorial Hall of the Victims in Nanjing 
Massacre by Japanese Invaders launched a series of public 
education activities themed “Remember History, Embrace 
Peace”. In the morning, Yu Huiru, daughter of Nanjing Massacre 
historical memory inheritor and survivor Yu Changxiang, gave a 
presentation in the Roadshow Area of the Historical Materials 
Exhibit Hall. Through family stories and an interactive interview, 
she helped visitors gain a deeper understanding of historical 
truth. “I have a responsibility to tell my father’s story and help 
more people remember history and cherish peace,” she said. 
Zhang Yu, a visitor from Liaoning Province, commented that the 
presentation enabled people to truly appreciate the su�ering 
endured during the war and to treasure the peace they enjoy 
today.

Memorial Hall Launches Series of Public Education Activities 
on the First Day of the May Day Holiday
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Bastien Ratat and Zhong Haosong also observed a 
moment of silence for the deceased in the Nanjing Massacre and 
laid chrysanthemums in tribute.

International Youth have injected 
fresh vitality into international 
communication

French Friend Donates Archival Materials 
on Japan’s Invasion of China to the Memorial Hall

May 18, 2026 marks International Museum Day, whose 
theme this year is “Museum: A Bridge Connecting the World”. On 
this occasion, the Memorial Hall of the Nanjing Massacre Victims 
(by Japanese Invaders) and the Caen Memorial Museum in 
France jointly re�ected on a decade of institutional cooperation.

In 2016, the “Common Witness: The Nanjing Massacre 
(1937)” exhibition was presented at the Caen Memorial Museum 
for the �rst time. Following the inscription of the Documents of 
Nanjing Massacre on the Memory of the World Register, it 
became the �rst exhibition on the European continent to 
confront this chapter of history directly, generating a strong 
public response. In the same year, the two museums signed a 
friendship agreement.

Over the past decade, the two museums have built a 
bridge of understanding and peace between East and West. The 
Caen Memorial Museum has established an exhibition area 
dedicated to the Nanjing Massacre and welcomes nearly 
800,000 visitors annually. Meanwhile, the Memorial Hall has 
continued its e�orts to bring “The Memory of Nanjing” to 
audiences around the world.

On the eve of International Museum Day, the Memorial 
Hall issued an initiative to the Caen Memorial Museum, “Let us 
stand together to safeguard historical memory, convey the 
message of peace, and contribute the strength of our two 
institutions to building a community with a shared future for 
mankind.” Director Kléber Arhoul responded that he hopes to 
further enrich the museum’s Nanjing Massacre exhibition area, 
deepen research into related historical materials, and 
strengthen cooperation between the two institutions so that 
the memory of this history may take deeper root in the Western 
world.

This year marks the 80th anniversary of the opening of the 
International Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Trial). From 
May 28 to 29, the International Symposium Commemorating the 
80th Anniversary of the Commencement of the Tokyo Trial, 
jointly sponsored by Shanghai Jiao Tong University and the 
Memorial Hall, was held in Shanghai and Nanjing. Experts and 
scholars from China, Japan, Republic of Korea, Malaysia, Russia, 
Germany, Spain, Australia, New Zealand and Brazil gathered to 
re�ect on the historical signi�cance of the Tokyo Trial and 
defend its just achievements.

Xi Lifeng, Executive Vice President of Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University (top left in the photo below), stated in his opening 
remarks that the Tokyo Trial laid an important foundation for the 
post-war international order. Zhou Feng, Director of the 
Memorial Hall (bottom left in the photo below), discussed 
practical approaches to preserving historical memory through 
historical research and the collection of cultural relics and 
archival materials. Qi Dahai, Director-General of the Department 
of Treaty and Law of the Ministry of Foreign A�airs of China (top 
right in the photo below), elaborated on the contemporary 
value of the Tokyo Trial from the perspective of international 
law. Hwang Woo-yea, former Deputy Prime Minister of the 
Republic of Korea (bottom right in the photo below), re�ected 
on the shared wartime trauma experienced by East Asian 
nations.

Cheng Zhaoqi (left in the photo below), Director of the 
Center for the Tokyo Trial Studies of Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University, noted that the historical signi�cance of the Tokyo 
Trial is undeniable and that the principles of international law 
established through the proceedings continue to play a lasting 
role in safeguarding world peace. Hiroshi Shiratori (center in the 
photo below), President of The Japanese Political and Legal 
Studies Association, stated that the post-war international order 
and the ideals of peace established through the Tokyo Trial are 
facing new challenges in today’s world. Viviane Dittrich (right in 
the photo below), Deputy Director of the International 
Nuremberg Principles Academy, stated via video message that 
the Nuremberg Trials and the Tokyo Trial together laid an 
important foundation for modern international criminal law.

On the same day, representatives of the Memorial Hall’s 
Zijin Cao volunteers recited excerpts from The Diaries of John 
Rabe and Terror in Minnie Vautrin's Nanjing: Diaries and 
Correspondence, as well as poems, in the visitor lounge. They 
also performed the sign-language dance As You Wish (《如愿》) 
and distributed cultural and creative postcards to visitors. Liu 
Jiying and Yang Jiezhen, international students from Myanmar 
studying at Southeast University, participated in the reading 
session as volunteers for the �rst time. “This history belongs to 
all humanity,” said Liu. Yang quoted the elderly Li Xiuying: 
“Remember history, but do not remember hatred,” expressing 
her re�ections on the event.

In addition, the documentary Witness to a 
Massacre-Nanjing 1937 was screened in the Audio-Visual Area 
of the Historical Materials Exhibit Hall. Education specialists 
provided on-site commentary, guiding visitors to better 
understand history and safeguard peace.

On April 29, eighteen precious items (sets) of archival 
materials belonging to David Sutton, a U.S. assistant prosecutor 
during the Tokyo Trials, were o�cially accessioned into the 
Memorial Hall. These materials �ll an important gap in 
Chinese-language documentation concerning Sutton’s 
investigative work and provide valuable new evidence for 
restoring historical truth.

A netizen named “Discuss lgn” commented on the 
Memorial Hall’s overseas social media account: “My heart is 
burning with the anger of Japan’s evil brutality.”

On May 4, French friend Bastien Ratat donated scanned 
copies of archival materials related to Japan’s invasion of China 
to the Memorial Hall. The collection comprises 42 documents 
totaling 1,993 pages, dating from 1920 to 1943. Primarily 
written in French, the materials also include documents in 
English, Chinese, Japanese and other languages. Their contents 
cover the Nanjing Massacre, the relationship between Japan’s 
invasion of China and Western interests, the Chinese People’s 
War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression, Japanese 
expansion in Northeast China, and archives of the French 
Consulate in Taipei. From multiple perspectives, these materials 
provide further compelling evidence of the Nanjing Massacre 
and other atrocities committed by Japanese invaders.

International Museum Day From Nanjing to Caen: 
A Decade of Resonance Between Two Memorial Museums 
Connecting the World

In April 2026, Kléber Arhoul, Director of the Caen 
Memorial Museum, traveled to Nanjing to participate in 
activities commemorating the 80th anniversary of the opening 
of the Tokyo Trial. He remarked, “The Nuremberg Trials and the 
Tokyo Trial are pivotal chapters in human history. Historical 
research is the most powerful means of combating denial and 
forgetting.”

Zhou Feng, Director of the Memorial Hall, 
accompanied Director Kléber Arhoul on a visit to 
the “Nanjing Massacre Exhibit”

On May 29, Chinese and international scholars visited the 
Memorial Hall and toured the”Nanjing Massacre Exhibit” as well 
as the “Indisputable Justice — An Exhibition of Archived 
Documents on the Tokyo Trials”.

Ishida Ryuji, Associate Researcher at Shanghai Jiao Tong 
University, argued that the exemption of the Emperor of Japan 
and certain Class-A war criminals from responsibility deprived 
Japanese society of an opportunity to fully re�ect upon its 
wartime accountability. Xiang Haoyu, Distinguished Research 
Fellow at the Department for Asia-Paci�c Studies of the China 
Institute of International Studies, noted that revisiting the 
conclusions of the Tokyo Trial helps counter right-wing forces 
and historical revisionism in Japan.

Takakage Fujita, Secretary-General of the Association for 
Inheriting and Propagating the Murayama Statement of Japan, 
was moved to tears during his visit to the Memorial Hall. He said, 
“It is entirely wrong to deliberately avoid this history. Japan 
must acknowledge the massacres and other atrocities 
committed in China, engage in profound re�ection, o�er sincere 
apologies, and make genuine amends. This is the only correct 
path forward.”

Chinese and international scholars also observed a 
moment of silence and laid �owers before the Site of “Mass 
Grave of 10,000 Corpses” in memory of the deceased in the 
Nanjing Massacre, emphasizing the importance of 
remembering history and preventing such tragedies from ever 
happening again.

“My Heart Is Burning with the Anger of Japan’s Evil Brutality”

Another netizen, “Nancy Nui Wong”, wrote: “I admire the 
resilience of the people who got back to life after such a 
tragedy.”

Representing their research team, Bastien Ratat and 
Zhong Haosong formally transferred the scanned archival 
materials to the Memorial Hall

Bastien Ratat noted that had these archives not remained 
sealed during the Tokyo Trial, the verdicts might have been even 
more comprehensive. Zhou Feng, Director of the Memorial Hall, 
stated that the materials will be preserved in the Nanjing 
Massacre Documentation Center and will contribute positively 
to further historical research.

Yang Xiaming, Researcher at the Institute for National 
Memory and International Peace Studies, and Chen Pujun, a 
faculty member of the Department of French at Hohai 
University, o�ered professional assessments of the historical 
value and research signi�cance of the archives from the 
perspectives of historical facts and French social memory, 
respectively.

Selective Forgetting Must Not Be Allowed!
From Nanjing to New Guinea: Two Photographs 
Document Japanese Atrocities Across the Asia-Paci�c War

On May 4, Japanese Prime Minister Sanae Takaichi knelt 
and laid �owers at the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier during a 
visit to the Australian War Memorial in Canberra. However, she 
has never expressed a similar apology to Asian neighbors—such 
as China and the Republic of Korea—that su�ered most 
profoundly from Japanese aggression.

The atrocities committed by the Japanese military were 
never isolated incidents con�ned to a single battle�eld. They 
must not be selectively forgotten. Two historical photographs 
taken by Japanese soldiers themselves provide stark evidence 
of the systematic atrocities committed by the Japanese military 
across the Asia-Paci�c theater during the Second World War. The 
�rst photograph, admitted as Evidence No. 1 (“Jing Zi No. 1”) by 
the Nanjing War Crimes Tribunal, records Japanese soldiers 
beheading Chinese prisoners of war during the War of 
Aggression Against China. The second photograph was taken on 
October 24, 1943, at Aitape Beach in New Guinea. It depicts 
Australian Army Sergeant Leonard Si�eet after his capture by 
Japanese forces, moments before he was publicly beheaded. 
Both photographs were taken by Japanese personnel as 
trophies intended to glorify what they regarded as military 
achievements.

Observers have pointed out that any act of displaying 
remorse toward one group of victims while ignoring the 
su�ering of others constitutes a betrayal of history and can 
never lead to genuine peace.

Director Zhou Feng and Director Kléber 
Arhoul exchanged views on recent 
developments in research concerning the 
history of the Nanjing Massacre

International Symposium Commemorating the 80th Anniversary
 of the Commencement of the Tokyo Trial Held in Shanghai and
 Nanjing Scholars from Around the World A�rm the Unshakable
 Justice of the Tokyo Trial

Messages Left by Participating Scholars:

The massacres committed by the Japanese military are 
absolutely inexcusable. As a Japanese citizen, I o�er my 
heartfelt apology.

We will continue our e�orts to ensure that Japan never 
again wages a war of aggression.

Long live peace and friendship between the peoples of 
China and Japan!

Takakage Fujita, Secretary-General of the Association for 
Inheriting and Propagating the Murayama Statement of Japan

May 29, 2026

To not be forgotten, to be actually remembered, to pray 
for all the victims. May God have mercy.

Cássius Chai, Professor at the Federal University of 
Maranhão (UFMA) and Public Prosecutor of the Public 
Prosecutor’s O�ce of the State of Maranhão, Brazil

May the souls be comforted, and may lasting peace 
prevail throughout Asia and the world.

Hwang Woo-yea
Former Deputy Prime Minister of the Republic of Korea

May 29, 2026

The voices of the victims in Nanjing do not belong solely 
to the past. I hope to listen to them together with the people 
of Japan as voices that still speak to us today.

Ishida Ryuji
Associate Researcher at Shanghai Jiao Tong University

May 29, 2026

It is with deep sorrow that I sign this book. It is also with 
great hope that never again other books like this will exist to 
remember terrible atrocities like this.

Ignacio de la Rasilla, Spanish Professor, School of Law, 
Wuhan University

This is a beautiful way of remembering a terrible thing.
Neil Boister, Professor of Law, University of Canterbury

Never forget the su�ering. Cherish peace. Justice never 
dies; though delayed, it will surely prevail

Lim Kah Koe, Director of the Malaysian Chinese Museum

Never forget the past, for it can serve as a guide to the 
future.

Masataka Mori, Professor at Shizuoka University, Japan
May 29, 2026

An Exhibition of Archived Documents on the Tokyo Trials Opens

To mark the 80th anniversary of the opening of the 
International Military Tribunal for the Far East (Tokyo Trial), the 
“Indisputable Justice — An Exhibition of Archived Documents 
on the Tokyo Trials” has opened at the Memorial Hall, attracting 
large numbers of visitors as well as more than 60 Chinese and 
international scholars and experts.

The exhibition is organized into three sections: “The 
Establishment of the International Military Tribunal for the Far 
East”, “The Trial of the Nanjing Massacre Case”, “The Verdict of 
Law”. Through yellowed archival photographs, courtroom 
records long sealed away for decades, and authoritative 
scholarly studies, visitors are transported back to the 
international courtroom in Ichigaya, Tokyo in 1946, where a 
historic judgment on behalf of humanity and justice was 
delivered.

The 18 items (sets) of the “Sutton Archives”, being 
displayed publicly for the �rst time, include David Sutton's 
handwritten journals, an 89-page report on Japan’s atrocities in 
Nanking, and other key historical documents

The exhibition also substantiates the crimes committed 
by Japanese invaders through testimony from Chinese and 
foreign witnesses, and even perpetrators.

Robert O. Wilson, the only surgeon who remained in 
Nanking during the Nanjing Massacre, became the �rst witness 
to testify on the atrocities before the Tribunal. He recounted 
that an eight-year-old Chinese boy had su�ered “a deep 
penetrating wound” to the abdomen caused by a Japanese 
bayonet. He also described how groups of civilians along the 
Yangtze River were systematically shot and then stabbed with 
bayonets to ensure that no one survived. Only one Chinese 
policeman remained alive after a machine-gun massacre, 
becoming what Wilson described as “the sole survivor by sheer 
chance”

Miner Searle Bates, an American professor at the 
University of Nanking, documented numerous reports exposing 
Japanese atrocities during the Nanjing Massacre. In his 
testimony, he stated, “In the days following the Japanese entry 
into the city, the alleys and streets near my home were �lled 
with the bodies of civilians. The scale of the massacre was so 
enormous that no one could fully describe it.”

Xu Chuanyin, who served as head of the Housing 
Committee of the International Committee for the Nanking 
Safety Zone during the Nanjing Massacre, carried out extensive 
relief work for refugees

Wu Changde, a survivor of the mass killings committed by 
Japanese invaders outside Hanzhong Gate, testi�ed before the 
International Military Tribunal for the Far East on July 26, 1946, 
exposing the atrocities committed by Japanese invaders

The exhibition also features testimony from diplomat 
Nobufumi Ito, who served as a Japanese intelligence o�cer and 
later became Director of the Cabinet Intelligence Bureau after 
1940. He testi�ed that foreign diplomats and journalists 
repeatedly informed the Japanese government during the war 
about the “various atrocities” committed by Japanese troops in 
Nanjing. However, the Japanese military authorities never 
conducted any investigation into these reports.

In recent years, right-wing forces in Japan have continued 
to evade and refuse serious re�ection on the history of 
aggression. Through the revision of history textbooks and visits 
to Yasukuni Shrine, they have sought to whitewash Japanese 
militarism while persistently attacking the justice and 
legitimacy of the Tokyo Trial. Against this backdrop, the 
exhibition serves as a powerful response to historical nihilism. 
These ironclad archival records and historical materials stand as 
some of the strongest guardians of historical truth.

Professor Yang Xiaming, Researcher at the Institute for 
National Memory and International Peace Studies, observed 
that although concise in scale, the exhibition e�ectively 
presents the core facts of the Nanjing Massacre case. The large 
number of valuable documents being displayed for the �rst 
time provides important evidence for Chinese and international 
audiences seeking to understand how the Tokyo Trial ultimately 
sentenced Matsui Iwane and Hirota Kōki to death by hanging.

Matsui Iwane (left) and Hirota Kōki (right)

Upon seeing MacArthur’s signature on the Japanese 
Instrument of Surrender, Sinclair Newey, a visitor from Brisbane, 
Australia, remarked that there is a museum dedicated to 
MacArthur in his hometown. “I learned about this history in high 
school, but this is my �rst visit to the Memorial Hall. Only now do 
I truly understand its signi�cance,” he said. “I believe it is 
extremely important for people to visit this Memorial Hall. Here, 
they can learn what happened, understand the depth of the 
su�ering endured, and help ensure that such tragedies are 
never repeated in the future.”


