
On the morning of December 13, China solemnly held the 
2025 National Memorial Ceremony for Nanjing Massacre Victims 
in Nanjing. Shi Taifeng, Member of the Political Bureau of the 
CPC Central Committee and Minister of the Organization 
Department of the CPC Central Committee, attended the 
ceremony and delivered a speech.

The memorial ceremony was held at the Public Memorial 
Square of the Memorial Hall. The atmosphere at the site was 
solemn and digni�ed, with the national �ag at half-mast. 
Approximately 8,000 representatives from all walks of life stood 
in silence, each wearing a white �ower on their chest. At 10 a.m., 
the memorial ceremony began with the playing and singing of 
the national anthem of the People’s Republic of China. After the 
national anthem concluded, all attendees observed a moment 
of silence in tribute to the Nanjing Massacre victims. Air-raid 
sirens sounded throughout Nanjing, vehicles came to a stop and 
sounded their horns, and pedestrians paused in place to pay 
their respects. Following the moment of silence, as the Military 
Band of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army (PLA) performed 
the melody of National Memorial Tribute, 16 honor guards from 
the PLA Guard of Honor lifted eight �oral wreaths and presented 
them solemnly at the memorial altar.

China Holds National Memorial Ceremony 
for Nanjing Massacre Victims in Nanjing
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On December 13, 120 overseas Chinese organizations 
across 16 countries and regions, including Canada, the 
Philippines, and Cambodia, held simultaneous memorial 
ceremonies. They condemned the recent erroneous remarks on 
Taiwan by Japanese politicians and called on the world to learn 
from history and �rmly oppose acts of Japanese militarism. 
Multiple overseas Chinese organizations and local and 
international media jointly launched the “Remember History 
and Cherish Peace: Global ‘Cloud’ Mourning” event, attracting 
participation from over 300,000 overseas and domestic Chinese 
across more than 80 countries and regions.

On the evening of December 6 (Toronto local time), the 
“Echoes of Memory” online international forum was held, 
sponsored by the Hong Maple Foundation and co-organized by 
the Association of Canadian Descents of Huangpu Alumni, 
along with several other organizations. Nearly 300 participants 
from Canada, the Chinese mainland, Taiwan, Hong Kong, the 
United States, Australia, and other regions gathered online, 
collectively commemorating the Nanjing Massacre—a tragic 
chapter in human history—through multidimensional evidence, 
reinforcing a shared memory for humanity. The event was 
strongly supported by the Memorial Hall, the Center for the 
History of Republican China of Nanjing University, and the 
Research Institute of War Crimes Trials and World Peace at 
Shanghai Jiao Tong University. Dr. Ying-Ying Chang, the mother 
of Iris Chang, along with representatives from more than thirty 
organizations, including the Iris Chang Memorial Hall, the WWII 
Paci�c War Memorial Hall in San Francisco (USA), the Toronto 
Asia Paci�c Peace Museum, the World War Historical Truth 
Preservation Society, the World War II Generals Descendants 
Association, and the Flying Tigers Descendants Association, 
participated in the event. During the keynote report session, 
Zhou Feng, Director of the Memorial Hall, systematically 
elaborated on the signi�cant milestones of the 40th anniversary 
of the Memorial Hall’s establishment, the 10th anniversary of 
the inclusion of the Nanjing Massacre Archives in Memory of the 
World Register, and the 80th anniversary of the victory of the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese Aggression 
and the World Anti-Fascist War. He pointed out that the 
comprehensive body of evidence formed by multi-source 
archival materials e�ectively refutes attempts by Japanese 
right-wing forces to distort history, �rmly establishing the 
Nanjing Massacre as a shared memory of all humanity.

“Echoes of Memory” Online International Forum Held

Shi Taifeng stated in his speech: Today, we gather 
solemnly to deeply mourn the innocent victims of the Nanjing 
Massacre, to remember all compatriots who were brutally killed 
by Japanese invaders, to honor the revolutionary martyrs and 
national heroes who sacri�ced their lives for the victory of the 
Chinese People’s War of Resistance Against Japanese 
Aggression, and to pay tribute to the international �ghters and 
friends who courageously laid down their lives while �ghting 
alongside the Chinese people against the Japanese invaders. 
This ceremony embodies the Chinese people’s unwavering 
commitment to the path of peaceful development, and our 
shared resolve to remember history, honor the martyrs, cherish 
peace, and create the future together.

Following Mr. Shi’s address, 88 youth representatives from 
Nanjing read aloud the Declaration of Peace, and six 
representatives from various sectors of society struck the “Bell of 
Peace”. Accompanied by three deep, resonant tolls of the bell, 
3,000 doves of peace took �ight, carrying with them boundless 
mourning for the victims and an enduring aspiration for world 
peace.

Nanjing Holds “Candlelight Vigil • International Peace Assembly”

On the evening of December 13, Chinese and foreign 
representatives gathered at the Peace Square of the Memorial 
Hall for the “Candlelight Vigil • International Peace Assembly,” 
jointly paying tribute to the victims. Christoph Reinhardt, 
great-grandson of John Rabe, Chairman of the International 
Committee for the Nanking Safety Zone, and Yi Chaoping, 
grandson of Yi Anhua, a defender in the Battle of Nanjing, 
among others, attended the event to convey the historical truth. 
The event expressed prayers for peace through songs, 
cross-temporal dialogues, and other forms.

Zhou Feng, Director of the Memorial Hall, stated that we 
should draw wisdom from history, unite the strength to 
safeguard peace, and use the candlelight to illuminate the long 
river of memory and the bright future ahead, so as to jointly 
create a better tomorrow of peaceful development!

Zhou Feng, Director of the Memorial 
Hall, delivered a speech

Christoph Reinhardt

Yi Chaoping (far right), grandson of Yi 
Anhua, together with his daughter, 
son-in-law, grandson, and granddaughter • 
Photo by Gu Wei

The Nanjing Zijin Cao Art Troupe 
Children's Choir performed the original song 
Peace Blows Over Zijin Cao

120 Overseas Chinese Organizations Across 16 Countries
 and Regions Simultaneously Mourn the Nanjing Massacre Victims
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“Japanese Militarism Provokes Again,
but We Are Absolutely Not Afraid!”

On November 30, a family memorial ceremony for the 
Nanjing Massacre victims was held at the Memorial Hall. 
Survivors recounted their personal experiences to denounce the 
atrocities committed by the Japanese army.

Xia Shuqin was stabbed three times by Japanese soldiers, 
leaving scars that remain to this day. With tears in her eyes, she 
said, “Why doesn’t Japan dare to admit this? Do they even know 
how many of us died back then?” During the Nanjing Massacre, 
Liu Minsheng was only three years old. His father was taken 
away by Japanese soldiers, and Liu himself su�ered a stab 
wound to his thigh, which still bears a visible scar. Liu Minsheng 
�rmly stated, “Japanese militarism provokes again, but we are 
absolutely not afraid!”

Scene of the family memorial 
ceremony

New Books Release • Fresh Historical Evidence Emerges

On December 2, several new books on the Nanjing 
Massacre were released, including Tokyo Trial: Evidence and 
Judgment of the Nanjing Massacre, Nanjing Trial: Evidence and 
Judgment of the Nanjing Massacre, Memory of the World 
Register: Archives of the Nanjing Massacre, Research on the 
Nanjing Massacre: A Critique of the Japanese Fabrication 
School, and A Japanese Invader’s Diary: The Authentic Record of 
The Diary of Morioka Shuji. These publications encompass 
foreign-language translation series of historical materials, 
Japanese editions of survivor oral histories, and diaries of 
Japanese soldiers, solidifying historical facts and refuting 
fallacies from multiple perspectives.

Xia Shuqin, Liu Minsheng

Tokyo Trial: Evidence and Judgment of the 
Nanjing Massacre, Nanjing Trial: Evidence and 
Judgment of the Nanjing Massacre

The Japanese edition of the Memory of the 
World Register: Archives of the Nanjing Massacre

On December 5, the Memorial Hall held the 2025 Newly 
Acquired Cultural Relics and Historical Materials Press 
Conference. Thirteen items (sets) of cultural relics and historical 
materials documenting the crimes of the Japanese invaders, 
including letters from Japanese soldiers, photographs, and 
reports from Western newspapers, were incorporated into the 
collection of the Memorial Hall, providing further irrefutable 
evidence of history.

The new book Research on the Nanjing 
Massacre: A Critique of the Japanese Fabrication 
School published by Tokyo Shobo in Japan

A Japanese Invader’s Diary: The Authentic 
Record of The Diary of Morioka Shuji

Thirteen Items (Sets) of Cultural Relics and Historical Materials 
Incorporated into the Collection of the Memorial Hall

Yu Ningpeng, a high school student from Xuzhou, Jiangsu 
Province, China, donated a photo album of the Japanese 
“Hanami Unit,” containing 44 photographs that collectively 
document the establishment of a �eld hospital by a unit of the 
Japanese North China Area Army in Tianjin

On December 8, 1937, the French newspaper Excelsior 
reported on the population situation on the eve of Nanjing’s fall, 
noting that the city still had “as many as one million residents.” 
This account aligns with the testimony given at the Tokyo Trial 
by Robert Wilson, an American doctor at Nanjing Drum Tower 
Hospital.

On November 23, more than 200 Chinese and foreign 
participants walked 8.8 kilometers to visit the former sites of the 
Nanking Safety Zone, paying tribute to the Chinese and foreign 
individuals who sel�essly assisted Chinese refugees during the 
Nanjing Massacre.

Chinese and Foreign Participants Embark on a Walking Tour 
of the “Nanking Safety Zone”

At the Suiyuan Campus of Nanjing Normal 
University , flowers were placed around the statue 
of Minnie Vautrin

Participants of the walking tour laid flowers 
at the statue of John Rabe

After the walk, they wrote messages of 
peace on postcards and placed them in a “Time 
Mailbox,” sending their wishes out to the world

On December 13, the opening ceremony of the “Forging 
the Soul, Re�ecting on History: Wu Weishan Sculpture and 
Documentation Exhibition” was held at the Memorial Hall. 
Between 2005 and 2007, Wu Weishan, renowned sculptor and 
former director of the National Art Museum of China, was 
invited to design and create four sculpture groups for the 
Memorial Hall’s expansion project, which have since become 
important carriers for remembering history and expressing 
grief.

“Forging the Soul, Re�ecting on History: 
Wu Weishan Sculpture and Documentation Exhibition” Opens

Wu Weishan donated his calligraphic works 
to the Memorial Hall

The 2025 Nanjing International Biennial of Posters for 
Peace (IPBP) opened on December 13. This year’s IPBP, themed 
“History Illuminates the Future,” calls for submissions from 
designers, professional educators and students, artists, and 
design institutions worldwide. As of July 30, the organizing 
committee had received a total of 3,322 valid entries from 42 
countries and regions, including China, Poland, Mexico, Russia, 
Switzerland, the United States, Uzbekistan, Belgium, France, 
Turkey, Japan, Germany, Hungary, South Korea, and Sweden.

2025 Nanjing International Biennial of Posters for Peace Opens

On December 10, the drama Life, jointly produced by the 
Memorial Hall and Nanjing University of Aeronautics and 
Astronautics (NUAA), premiered. Set against the backdrop of the 
1937 Nanjing Massacre, the drama portrays the life-and-death 
experiences of the siblings Wang Zhong and Wang Hua, the 
humanitarian rescue e�orts of international friend John Rabe, 
and the cross-temporal transmission of memory, highlighting 
the brilliance of human nature and the resilience of life in the 
face of extreme adversity.

Premiere of the Drama Life

Scene of the premiere of the drama Life


